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Letters to the Editor 643 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Dear Editor: Wherever we go, north, south, east or west, we find a crying 
need for nurses. In many places, there is no new class taking the place of the 
one which has just been graduated, and the question is becoming a very serious 
one. When asked why the condition prevails, the answer, usually accompanied 
by an expressive shrug of the shoulders, is, "Oh, they can get more money else- 
where, so they will not go to the hospitals." We are left with the feeling that 
the present day young woman is mercenary, and lacking in womanly tenderness. 
Recently several cases have come to my notice, which have thrown more light 
on the subject. In talking with a group of young people, one young woman said 
wistfully, "I'd love to be a nurse, but I cannot." "Why not?" I questioned. She 
gave an evasive answer, but as I insisted on a definite reply, she said, "I feel I 
should not be dependent on my family any longer, and they pay so little in the 
hospitals that I could not live on it, so I am going to try to save money till I 
have enough to live on during my course of training." Another case was a young 
woman who had married before her graduation, and was then widowed. She 
planned to become a practical nurse. "Why not finish your training?" she was 
asked. "Because I have not the ready money to get books and uniforms now," 
she replied, "and the pay at the hospitals is not sufficient to provide uniforms 
and other necessities." Instances could be multiplied, but these suffice to show 
why many splendid young women, who would like to become nurses, do not make 
it their life work. When the question of salaries is discussed with the trustees 
of the hospitals, the remark is often made, "It is a course of study, just the same 
as a college course, and no one pays a student for entering college." One might 
reply that the college student does not do any work during his course, which 
makes the public his debtor, as the nurse in training does. From the first day 
of entrance to the hospital, the nurse is a public servant, a public benefactor, 
caring for the suffering, rich and poor, who otherwise would be left without the 
aid 1 of hospital and nurse. Also, many college students work their way through 
college, but the nurse finds work a part of her training, for which a reasonable 
salary should be paid, as the hospitals receive pay for a large part of their 
patients. Is there no help for this condition? Are the hospitals to be closed for 
lack of nurses? In colleges, scholarships are given to help needy and worthy 
students to obtain an education. Why not give scholarships to enable nurses to 
take their training? The work of the nurse is an important one. Why not open 
the way for bright, earnest young women to follow the profession of their choice? 
How many loved ones, who have passed away, have been helped through the weary 
months and years of invalidism, through the tender ministrations of some faithful 
nurse? Why not, as a memorial, give one or more scholarships to provide a 
course of training for nurses who otherwise could not give up three years of 
remunerative work? The work is sufficiently sacrificial for any person without 
adding the lack of money to the hardships. 

E. C. T. 

OLD MAGAZINES 

Dear Editor: After I have read my nursing magazines, I give them to the 
local public library, where they are placed on file and may be read by any one. 
Others I send to the local hospital for the student nurses, thus keeping good 
literature in circulation. 

New Hampshire F. H. 



